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The Pennsylvania State University 
 

The Interfraternity Council CORE Program: 
Commitment to Outreach and Responsible Education 

 
Overall Mission: 

 
The mission of this program is to emphasize the Interfraternity Council's dedication to the "CORE" 
values that its Chapters were founded upon through the promotion of active community service and 
philanthropic outreach initiatives and educational programming focused on the issues faced by 
fraternity men.  Participation will be encouraged through an incentive system with the aim of 
fostering the individual development of Chapter members while helping Chapters to fulfill the 
requirements set forth in the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life's Chapter Evaluation and 
Accreditation Program.  
 
Point System: 

 
Chapters will be divided into three divisions based on their total number of members: Division 1 
will consist of the 33.3% of Chapters with the lowest total numbers of members; Division 2 will 
consist of the middle 33.3%; and Division 3 will consist of the 33.3% of Chapters with the highest 
total number of members.  These Divisions will be calculated and determined at the beginning of 
each semester once all Chapters have updated their rosters.  Chapters will compete within their 
Divisions for points on a semester-long basis and the winning Chapters will be determined by 
totaling the points accumulated through each of the three point categories.  Each Division will have 
one winner. 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Activity Points 

Hosting a community service event 20 

30% of Chapter participating in an IFC-sponsored community service event 15 

Chapter participating in a òInterfraternity Council Greek Sweepó (Appendix A) 10 

Sponsoring a blood drive 10 

30% of Chapter participating in another Greek community service event 10 

Donating a pint of blood 1 (per member) 

 
NOTE: Chapters WILL NOT receive points for mandated community service hours. 
 

PHILANTHROPY 

Activity Points 

Hosting a philanthropy 20 

Participating in another Greek philanthropy 10 

 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

Activity Points 

Hosting an educational program open to other Chapters (must be preapproved) 20 

Co-sponsoring an IFC-approved program 10 

30% of Chapter attending an IFC-approved educational program 5 
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Chapter attendance will be calculated as a percentage equal to the number of Chapter members in 
attendance divided the by the total number of Chapter members. 
 
Chapters will also compete within their Divisions for incentives at individual events preapproved by 
the Interfraternity Councilõs Vice President for Programming. 
 
At the end of each semester, Chapter point totals will all be cleared. 
 
In the case of a tie for either the semester-long competition or an individual event, the total amount 
of points in the previous semesterõs semester-long competition will serve as the tie-breaker. 
 
Governing Structure: 

 
The Vice President for Programming, with the assistance of the Committee for Philanthropic, 
Community Service, and Educational Programming Affairs, will be in charge of the organization of 
The CORE Program.  Their duties will include recording attendance for individual events and 
keeping track of points throughout the year.   
 
Individual chapters will be required to properly document and report their community service, 
philanthropic participation, and educational programming to the Office of Fraternity and Sorority 
Life in order to receive credit.   
 
The Vice President for Programming also reserves the right to create additional opportunities to 
obtain points as they arise, so long as he explicitly states the opportunities at least one-week prior to 
their occurrence. 

 
Incentives: 

 
The winner of each Division in the semester-long competition will receive the following incentives: 

ǐ 50% discount on the following semesterõs Interfraternity Council dues 

ǐ Permission to host a total of three (3) Wednesday òSocial Eventsó (as defined in Article 10, 
Section 6, Subsection A of the Interfraternity Council By-laws) over the course of the 
following semester 
 

Incentives for individual events will include permission to host a Wednesday òSocial Eventó (as 
defined in Article 10, Section 6, Subsection A of the Interfraternity Council By-laws), funding for 
Chapter house improvements, gift cards for FPA vendors, or tickets to an event.  These incentives 
will be predetermined by the Vice President for Programming and announced prior to the individual 
event. 

 
The Vice President for Programming will have final say in the selection of what incentives are 
offered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

Interfraternity Council Greek Sweep 
 

Overall Mission: 

 
The Interfraternity Council Greek Sweep is an opportunity for the Greek community to give back to 
the residents of the Highlands neighborhood.  The program's goal is to create a system for fraternity 
men to share responsibility for ensuring the Highlands' cleanliness following large events at Penn 
State.  Examples of events where a "Greek Sweep" would be declared include, but are not limited to: 
Homecoming weekend, night football game weekends, Halloween, State Patty's Day, Greek Week, 
and Blue-White Weekend.  
 
Structure: 

 
When a "Greek Sweep" is declared, each participating Chapter will be asked to clean up their own 
property and meet at a predetermined area at 10:30 AM.  The clean-up will include picking up all 
garbage and sweeping the sidewalks and streets.  Garbage bags will be made available to the 
participating Chapters as the predetermined meeting area.  Upon completion of the clean-up, 
Chapters must take their garbage bags to the nearest dumpster and dispose of them. 
 
At 12:00 PM, members of the Interfraternity Council will be out to conduct inspections of all 
Chapter properties and Highlands areas.  If a Chapter has not thoroughly clean its property and 
designated Highlands area, ten (10) points will be deducted from its CORE point total and it will 
have until 4:00 PM to correct the problems.  At 4:00 PM, members of the Interfraternity Council 
will conduct a second check for all Chapters that did not pass the initial inspection.  Any Chapter 
that has not adequately corrected the problems of the earlier inspection will have an additional five 
(5) points deducted from its CORE point total. 
 
Participation: 
 
Chapters will be selected to participate by the order in which they sign up with the Vice President 
for Programming.  Priority will be given to Chapters that have yet not participated in a Greek Sweep 
during the semester under consideration.   
 
In order to receive credit for its participation, 15% of the Chapterõs members must be present at the 
check-in and throughout the clean-up.  Participants must have their Chapterõs letters visibly 
displayed.  .   
 
Division of Sections: 

 
The official Highlands area has been determined by Borough officials and divided into ten (10) 
sections by the Interfraternity Council (see next page).  Participating Chapters will have the 
opportunity to choose their section on a first-come, first-served basis the morning of the event. 
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